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ment when the Legislature adjourned to the Extra-session for the                                  \
choice of electors.                                                                                            •               i
Gov. Clinton had listened to the advice of his friends and had avowed his determination not to he a candidate for re-election—his                            "     !
chance of success being regarded by them as hopeless. He did not lack troops of devoted personal adherents, but his failure to main-                            ,
tain his position in the favor of the'People, under the auspicious circumstances which had attended his public service, even when strengthened by the complete success of the Erie Canal—a measure to which his name was so closely and meritoriously -linked—induced them to think that he did not possess the faculty of making himself                          ;
generally and permanently acceptable to the People under any state of affairs. They had therefore employed themselves in looking for
an office or employment for him which would be adequate for his                          . .•    \
support, of sufficient dignity and independent of the popular vote.                          : '•    I
He had confessedly done more than any other man to secure the sue-cess of the great Public Work to which I have referred. The office of President of the Canal Board which had been conferred on him at an early day had no salary attached to it nor did he receive any compensation for his services. Having the best right to be regarded as the founder of the .Work, that post as a mark of distinction only, without reference to his usefulness in the performance of its duties, was justly due to him.                      -
Such being the state of things Mr. Clinton was removed by a- vote of the Legislature, on the last clay of the session,1 without notice or specific complaint.
It has been truly said that this removal "operated like an elec-trie shock upon the whole community." It secured to Mr. Clinton a full measure of what he had never before possessed—the sympathies of the People. The friends of Mr. Adams, generally, in the Legislature and their leaders Wheaton and Tallmadge2 voted for the removal, but we had the majority—the motion came from our side— and ours was the responsibility.
A public meeting was forthwith held at the Capitol, at which the measure was severely denounced. Similar meetings followed in every part of the State, and an excitement in the public mind was produced which disinclined it to receive dispassionately the explanations of our conduct in refusing to pass the electoral law. Our excuses for declining to fight a battle over again that we had once fairly won, which, but for this disturbing question would have been favorably heard by the majority, would not be listened to by an irritated community.
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